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Introduction

Abu Kab Anisur Rahman

E-mail: abu.kab.anis@gmail.com 
Surprises of the Quran: 

The Quran is a mine of surprises. Although it is a book of admonition, it tells of many historical events and natural phenomenon. Surprisingly the information given in the Quran has been found to be true after a long time after archaeological exploration and scientific research. It is not possible for a man or a group of people to narrate correctly so many events that were unknown to historians and to describe so many natural phenomena before those are discovered by scientists. Only the Creator is Able to narrate such things.

Had it been from men, not from God, it would have contained many errors.

First, let us look at some verses which give information on past events, although history books at that time could not give any clear idea.
Historical accounts in the Quran proved to be correct after a long time

1.   Iram has been unknown to the history. How did it find its way into the Quran? 

The Quran mentions a city by the name of Iram:

“Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with Aad, 

[the people of] Iram, possessing columns

whose like had never been created in the land?
And Thamud who carved rock out of the valley;” (89:6-9). 

The city of Iram has been unknown to History; also it was not mentioned in any scriptures of Jews, Christians, Sabians or Zoroastrians. In 1973, the excavation in Syria at the site of the ancient city of Eblus uncovered the largest collection of cuneiform writings on clay tablets ever assembled. The library discovered in Eblus contains more clay tablets that are more than four thousand years old than all the other tablets combined from all other sites. In those tablets the city of Iram is mentioned. The people of Eblus used to do business with the people of Iram. (The National Geographic of 1978; Basis of Muslim Belief, Gary Miller a.k.a. Abdul-Ahad, Muslim Converts Association of Singapore, 2000, p. 8-9) So in 1973 CE, comes confirmation of the fact that there really was an ancient city by that name. The Quran also mentions the nation of Thamud. It is a nation of which there is no mention in the Bible. Historians have found evidence of this name in Assyrian annals. Hijr or Madain Salih where Thamud lived was on the way from Hizaz to Syria, but Arabs were ignorant of their events. 

2. History of Egypt 

In the Quran, the ruler of Egypt during Musa (Heb. Moshe, Eng. Moses) is addressed Firaun, while the ruler of Egypt during Yusuf (Heb. Yosef / Eng. Joseph) is not addressed Firaun (see 2:49 and 123:50). Most historians agree that every Egyptian ruler was called the title Firaun starting from the reign of Amenhotep IV in the 14th century BC, but not before that. Yosef lived at least 200 years before Amenhotep IV. The Bible refers to the ruler of Yosef’s time as Pharaoh, which was an anachronism inserted by the scribes who wrote the books of Old Testament centuries after Moshe. (Moses and Pharaoh: The Hebrews in Egypt, Maurice Buchaille, Tokyo, 1994, p. 176)

In the Quran, the ruler of Egypt who opposed Moses is known as Firaun, not Pharaoh. The Jews and Christians have always said 'Pharaoh'. It is easy for an Arab to say 'Pharaoh'. But in the Quran, it is Firaun, with an 'n'. Why? Surely the Jews must have teased them about that and said: "You've got the word wrong. It's 'Pharaoh' and not Firaun." But they insisted on it and it continues that way in the Quran, Firaun. The historical writings of Herodotus, the Greek historian, exist to this day, and Herodotus called the ruler of Egypt by the title of Firaun. (Basis of Muslim Belief, Gary Miller, Muslim Converts Association of Singapore, 2000, p-32-33)

The Quran also said that the dead body of the drowned Firaun had been preserved (see 10:92). 

3. The Quran mentions the battle near the lowest part of the earth and predicts future!

In 613 CE, the Byzantine army (under Heracleus) was badly defeated at Antioch and as a result the Persians (under Chosros II Pervez) swiftly pushed forward on all fronts. (History of the Byzantine State, Ostrogorsky, Translated from the German by Joan Hussy, New Burnswick, 1969, p. 95) 

Marmaduke Pickthall wrote: “In the year 613, Jerusalem and Damascus fell and in the following year Egypt. Persian army invaded Anatolia and was threatening Constantinople itself in the year 615 or 616 (the 6th or 7th year before Hijrah) when, this surah ( no. 30) was revealed at Mecca.” (Meaning of the Quran, p. 287) 

In 622, the two forces met on Armenian soil and the result was the decisive victory of the Romans over the Persians. History of the Byzantine State, Ostrogorsky, Translated from the German by Joan Hussy, New Burnswick, 1969, p. 100-101)

The Quran relates:

“The Byzantines have been defeated

In the lowest part of the earth! 
But following their defeat they shall conquer

Within a nine years. 

With Allah lies command, in the former case and in the latter- 

On that day believers will rejoice

In Allah's help. He supports anyone He wishes,
 and is the Powerful, the Merciful.” (30:2-5)

By the term ‘adnal ard’ (lowest part of the earth), the area surrounded by Jerusalem and Jordan was indicated. Today we know that the shores of Dead Sea are located at 420 m below sea level and is the lowest dry land of the Earth. The battle in 613 CE commenced in Damascus, Antioch, Jordan and also near Jeruslem, which is very close to Dead Sea. This is an example of the events foretold in the Quran. 
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Dead Sea Depression - The lowest point on Earth

Elevation: 413 meters below sea level (approximate and fluctuating)

Country: Israel, Jordan, Syria

Latitude/Longitude: 31°32′N 35°29′E 

The Dead Sea Depression is an extensive area of land that is below sea level. It contains the Dead Sea, the Sea of Galilee, a portion of the Jordan River, large areas of cultivated land and many communities. The shoreline of the Dead Sea is the lowest dry land on Earth. It is approximately 413 meters below sea level. However, this elevation is constantly changing. The surface of the Dead Sea rises and falls as precipitation, evaporation, irrigation, salt production and other natural and human activities consume the water of the Jordan River, the Dead Sea and its tributaries.
4. The Quran is not copied from the Bible. It tells a different story

In the book Worshipping the Wrong God, it is suggested that Muhammad forged from the Bible. But the Bible had not been translated into Arabic at his time. The first Arabic translation of Torah, Nevi’im and Ketuv’im (combinedly known as Tanakh) was done by Egyptian Jew Saadia Gaon (d. 942 CE). Even this Arabic translation used Hebrew alphabet instead of Arabic alphabet. In 1671, complete Catholic Bible was published in Arabic from Rome entrepreneured by Archbishop of Dimashk. Muhammad met Jewish and Nazarene scholars after his migration from Makkah to Madinah. But they used to debate with him. 

The new Catholic Encyclopedia, under the heading Quran, mentions that over the centuries there has been many theories as to where this book came from. There conclusion: today, no sensible person believes any of these theories. This leaves the Christians in some difficulty. You see, all the theories suggested so far , according to this encyclopedia, are not really acceptable to anyone sensible today. They are too fantastic. 

Many Quranic stories do not occur in the Bible. For example, the story of Hannah, a woman from the house of Imran (Amram). This story has been found in the Gospel of James, which is available in part. And this Gospel is not included in any Bible. John narrated that when the mother of Jesus told him that the people  of the wedding ceremony had no wine, Jesus told her, “Woman, what have I to do with yoy?” (Bible, Gospel of John 2:4) This implies that Jesus was unkind toward his mother. But the Quran says: Isa (Jesus) said: He has made me dutiful toward my mother and has not made me arrogant, unblest. (19:32)

The Quranic version and Biblical version of the same events are found different. And in all cases, the Quranic version is found to be correct and consistent with historical findings.

Now we will see some natural phenomena mentioned in the Quran. The statements have no parallel in the Bible or other scriptures.

Natural phenomena mentioned in the Quran proved to be correct by Scientists 

1. There was an initial gaseous mass before the creation of galaxies

Scientists say that before the galaxies in the universe were formed, celestial matter was initially in the form of gaseous matter. (The First Three Minutes, A Modern View of the Origin of the Universe, Steven Weinberg, 1984, N.Y., p. 94-104)

Dr. Maurice Buchaille noticed that this fact had been stated in the Quran. The following verse refers to this state of the universe. "Then, He turned towards the firmament when it had been smoke” (41:11)

2. Expansion of the Universe

In 1925 Edwin Hubble provided observational evidence that all galaxies are receding from one another, which implies that the universe is expanding. The Quran says regarding the nature of the universe: "We have built the firmament with might and We it is who expand it." (51:47)

The Quran mentioned the expansion of the universe, before man even learnt to build a telescope! So it was impossible for somebody to observe this phenomenon.

3. There are frontiers between seas

Modern Science has discovered that in the places where two different seas meet, there is a barrier between them.  This barrier divides the two seas so that each sea has its own temperature, salinity, and density. For example, Mediterranean sea water is warm, saline, and less dense, compared to Atlantic ocean water.  When Mediterranean sea water enters the Atlantic over the Gibraltar sill, it moves several hundred kilometers into the Atlantic at a depth of about 1000 meters with its own warm, saline, and less dense characteristics.  The Mediterranean water stabilizes at this depth. (Principles of Oceanography, Davis, 1972, p. 92-93) In the Quran, Allah has said: “He has set free the two seas meeting together.  There is a barrier between them.  They do not encroach (one upon the other).” (55:19-20) 
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The Mediterranean sea water as it enters the Atlantic over the Gibraltar sill with its own warm, saline, and less dense characteristics, because of the barrier that distinguishes between them.  Temperatures are in ° C. (Marine Geology, Kuenen, 1960, N.Y., p. 43)

 4. Mountains stabilize the earth

The Quran clearly mentions the function of the mountains in preventing the earth from shaking:

"And We have set on the earth mountains standing firm, lest it should shake with them." (21:31)

"Have We not made the earth an expanse, and the mountains pegs?" (78:6-7)

"And He has fixed the mountains firmly." (79:32) 

In Geology, the role of mountains in stabilizing earth’s crust is a recently discovered fact. The earth’s crust is like a solid shell, while the deeper layers are hot and fluid. According to Press and Siever, the mountains play an important role in stabilizing the crust of the earth. The radius of the Earth is about 6033 km and the crust is very thin, ranging between 1.6 to 50 kms. Since the crust is thin, it has a high possibility of shaking. Mountains act like stakes or pegs that hold the earth’s crust and give it stability. 

The earth’s crust is 5 km thick below oceans, about 35 km thick below flat continental surfaces and almost 80 km thick below great mountain ranges. These are the strong foundations on which mountains stand. Press and Siever illustrate the mountain in a wedge-shape and the mountain itself as a small part of the whole, whose root is deeply entrenched in the ground. (Earth, Press and Siever, 1982, San Francisco, p. 435) 
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Mountains have deep roots under the surface of the ground. (Earth, Press and Siever, 1982, p. 413)

The Quranic descriptions are in perfect agreement with modern geological data.

5. Creation of galaxies

According to modern science, the galaxies have been created from the initial unique mass. This mass was separated and galaxies were formed. Dr. Maurice Bucaille observed that it has been described in the Quran: “Don’t the disbelievers see that the firmament and the earth were joined together, then We ripped them apart?” (21:30) Dr. Maurice Bucaille commented that the Quran does not lay down a sequence fror the creation of the firmament and the earth. It mentions to the earth before the firmament in some places (e.g. 2:29, 20:4) and the firmament before the earth in some places (7:54, 21:30).
6. Water Cycle and origin of lightning

The water cycle is described in the following Quranic verses:

"Don’t you see that Allah sends down rain from the sky, and leads it through springs in the earth? Then He causes to grow, therewith, produce of various colors." [39:21]

"He sends down rain from the sky and with it gives life to the earth after it is dead: Verily in that are signs for those who are wise." [30:24]

"And We send down water from the sky according to (due) measure, and We cause it to soak in the soil; and We certainly are able to drain it off." [23:18]

No other text dating back 1400 years ago gives such an accurate description of the water cycle. In 1580, Bernard Palissy was the first man to describe the present day concept of ‘water cycle’. He described how water evaporates from the oceans and cools to form clouds. The clouds move inland where they rise, condense and fall as rain. This water gathers as lakes and streams and flows back to the ocean in a continuous cycle. Till the nineteenth century, Aristotle’s theory was prevalent. According to this theory, water was condensed in cool mountain caverns and formed underground lakes that fed springs. Today, we know that the rainwater that seeps into the cracks of the ground is responsible for this.

Movement of clouds and production of lightning are described in the following Quranic verses:

Have you not seen how Allah makes the clouds move gently, then joins them together, then piles them into a layers, you see a downpour coming from inside of them and He sends down hail from mountains in the sky, and He strikes with it whomever He wills, and turns it from whomever He wills. The flashing of its lightning nearly snatches away the sight. (24:43)

According to Donald C. Ahrens, “a cloud becomes electrified as hail falls through a region in the cloud of supercooled droplets and ice crystals.  As liquid droplets collide with a hailstone, they freeze on contact and release latent heat.  This keeps the surface of the hailstone warmer than that of the surrounding ice crystals.  When the hailstone comes in contact with an ice crystal, an important phenomenon occurs: electrons flow from the colder object toward the warmer object.  Hence, the hailstone becomes negatively charged.  The same effect occurs when supercooled droplets come in contact with a hailstone and tiny splinters of positively charged ice break off.  These lighter positively charged particles are then carried to the upper part of the cloud by updrafts.  The hail, left with a negative charge, falls towards the bottom of the cloud, thus the lower part of the cloud becomes negatively charged.  These negative charges are then discharged as lightning (Meteorology Today, Ahrens, 1988 p. 437)

Until 1600 CE, Aristotle’s idea on lightning was dominant. He said that the atmosphere contains two kinds of exhalation, moist and dry.  He also said that thunder is the sound of the collision of the dry exhalation with the neighboring clouds, and lightning is the inflaming and burning of the dry exhalation with a thin and faint fire. (The Works of Aristotle Translated into English: Meteorologica, vol. 3, Ross and others,1963  pp. 369a-369b)

&. The social structure and knowledge of the bees

Von-Frisch received the Nobel Prize in 1973 for his research on the behavior and communication of the bees. The worker bee is a female bee. The bee, after discovering any new garden or flower, goes back and tells its fellow bees the exact direction and map to get there, which is known as ‘bee dance’. The Quran mentions that the knowledge of the bee is Allah’s gift.

In the Quran we read: "And your Lord inspired the bee to build its cells in hills, on trees, and in (men’s) habitations; then to eat of all the produce (of the earth), and find with skill the spacious paths of its Lord." [16:68-69] In surah (chapter) no. 16, verses 68 and 69 the gender used for the bee is the female gender (fa’slukî and kulî), indicating that the bee that gathers food is a female bee. In other words the worker bee is a female bee. In Shakespeare’s play, "Henry the Fourth", some of the characters speak about bees and mention that the bees are soldiers and that they have a king. People in Shakespearean times thought that the worker bees are male bees and they go home and are answerable to a king bee. This is not true. The worker bees are females and they do not report to a king bee but to a queen bee. But it took modern investigations in the last 300 years to discover this.

8. Lifestyle and communication of ants

Consider the following Quranic verse: "And before Solomon were marshaled his hosts – of Jinns and men and birds, and they were all kept in order and ranks. "At length, when they came to a valley of ants, a female ant said: ‘O you ants, get into your habitations, lest Solomon and his hosts crush you without knowing it.’" [27:17-18]

In the past, some people would have probably mocked at the Quran, taking it to be a fairy tale book in which ants talk to each other. In recent times, research has shown that the lifestyle of ants is closest in resemblance to the lifestyle of human beings. This can be seen from the following findings:

(a) The ants bury their dead in a manner similar to the humans.

(b) They have a sophisticated system of division of labor, i.e. they have managers, supervisors, foremen, workers, etc.

(c) Once in a while they meet among themselves to have a ‘chat’.

(d) They have an advanced method of communication among themselves.

(e) They hold regular markets wherein they exchange goods.

(f) They store grains for long periods in winter and if the grain begins to bud, they cut the roots, as if they understand that if they leave it to grow, it will rot. If the grains stored by them get wet due to rains, they take these grains out into the sunlight to dry, and once these are dry, they take them back inside as though they know that humidity will cause development of root systems and thereafter rotting of the grain.

9.  Embryonic stages of humans

In May 1976, the first French Edition of “Le Bible, le Koran et le science” was published. In this book Dr. Maurice Bucaille showed that the Quiran gives precise data on embryonic development of humans. In June, 1978 Dr. Bucaille in a talk on the Quran and Modern science at the Commonwealth Institute, London, said: It wass impossible for a man living in early 7th century to have expressed such ideas.”

"We created man from product of wet earth; then We placed him as semen (nutfah) in a place of rest, firmly fixed; then We made the semen into alaqah (a clinging clot); then of that clot We made a chewed lump of flesh (mudghah); then We fashioned the chewed lump of flesh into bones (izam) and clothed the bones with intact flesh (lahm); then We developed out of it another creature. So blessful is Allah, the Best of Creators!" [23:12-14]

"Was he not a drop of ejected semen? Then did became a clinging clot; So Allah created and fashioned. And made him into two sexes, male and female." [75:37-39]

The word alaqah means something that clings. In the very early stages the foetus clings to the wall. The alaqah is transformed into mudghah which means ‘something that is chewed (having teeth marks)’ and also something that is tacky and small which can be put in the mouth like gum. Both these explanations are correct. Prof. Keith Moore took a piece of plaster seal and made it into the size and shape of the early stage of foetus and chewed it between the teeth to make it into a ‘mudgha’. He compared this with the photographs of the early stage of foetus. The teeth marks resembled the ‘somites’ which is the early formation of the spinal column.

This mudghah is transformed into bones (izâm). The bones are clothed with intact flesh or muscles (lahm). Then Allah makes it into another creature.

Noting that the information contained in the Quran was in full agreement with the latest discoveries in the field of embryology, Prof. Moore said, "If I was asked these questions thirty years ago, I would not have been able to answer half of them for lack of scientific information" Dr. Keith Moore had earlier authored the book, ‘The Developing Human’. After acquiring new knowledge from the Quran, he wrote, in 1982, the 3rd edition of the same book, ‘The Developing Human’. In this edition he cited verses of the Quran.

"He makes you, in the wombs of your mothers, in stages, one after another, in three veils of darkness." [39:6]

According to Prof. Keith Moore these three veils of darkness in the Quran refer to:

(i) Anterior abdominal wall of the mother

(ii) The uterine wall

(iii) The amnio-chorionic membrane.

In 1677, Hamm and Leeuwenhoek were the first scientists to observe human sperm cells (spermatozoa) using a microscope. They thought that a sperm cell contained a miniature human being which grew in the uterus to form a newborn. This was known as the perforation theory. When scientists discovered that the ovum was bigger than the sperm, it was thought by De Graf and others that the foetus existed in a miniature form in the ovum. Later, in the 18th century Maupertuis propagated the theory of biparental inheritance. 

The sex of a fetus is determined by the nature of the sperm and not the ovum. The sex of the child, whether female or male, depends on whether the 23rd pair of chromosomes is XX or XY respectively. Primarily sex determination occurs at fertilization and depends upon the type of sex chromosome in the sperm that fertilizes an ovum. If it is an ‘X’ bearing sperm that fertilizes the ovum, the fetus is a female and if it is a ‘Y’ bearing sperm then the fetus is a male. "And He created in pairs – male and female, from semen (nutfah) when it is emitted." [53:45-46] The Arabic word nutfah means a minute quantity of liquid and tumnâ means ejaculated or planted. Therefore nutfah specifically refers to semen because it is ejaculated. The Quran says: "Was he not a drop of ejected semen? Then did became a clinging clot; So Allah created and fashioned. And made him into two sexes, male and female." [75:37-39] Here it is mentioned that a small quantity of sperm (indicated by the word nutfatan min maniyyin) which comes from the man is responsible for the sex of the fetus.

In the Indian subcontinent, wives are often blamed if the child is not of the desired sex. If only they knew that the determining factor is the nature of the male sperm and not the female ovum! If they were to blame anybody, they should blame their sons and not their daughters-in-law since both the Quran and Science hold that it is the male fluid that is responsible for the sex of the child!

Relativity of Time:

In the Quran, future events to be occurred in world have been described in future tense while the future events to be occurred after dissolution of universe have been described in Perfect Tense (In Arabic language Present Perfect and Past tenses are combined called Perfect Tense). For example:

Allah’s command has come, so do not seek to hasten its appearance. (16:1)

They were marshaled in ranks before your Lord. (18:48)

The trumpet was blown (18:99)

The Garden was brought near for those who did their duty while hell appeared for the straying. (26: 90-91)

The reason for this treatment is that all events past and present have already taken place in Allah’s presience. Allah is not limited by time so that the future be veiled from Him. The events described have been occurred and ended in Allah’s prescience but has not yet unfolded before men’s knowledge.

Please note that some translators have used future tense for these sentences for avoiding explanation.

Now consider the concept of scientists on time. Scientists have different views on time. However a great change of ideas has occurred after Einstein. In the late nineteenth century physicists encountered problems with the classical understanding of time, in connection with the behavior of electricity and magnetism. Einstein resolved these problems by invoking a method of synchronizing clocks using the constant, finite speed of light as the maximum signal velocity. This led directly to the result that time appears to elapse at different rates relative to different observers in motion relative to one another.

Stephen Hawking in a lecture  ‘The Beginning of Time’ at University of Cambridge on 27/02/06 said: the universe, and time itself, had a beginning - - - ”

Surprises of logic and number

Gary Miller a.k.a. Abdul Ahad Omar is a Canadian mathematician and former Christian missionary. He examined the Quran with rules of logic. He observed that there are no wasted words in the Quran; each verse is perfected. It could not be in a better form. One could not use fewer words to say the same thing or if one uses more words one would only be adding superfluous information. The following instances are taken from ‘Basis of Muslim Belief’ by Gary Miller.

A.    The word day (in arabic yaum) occurs 365 times in the Quran. The arabic word for 'month', shahar occurs 12 times in the Quran. There are 12 months in a year.

Meton the Greek scientist discovered that the relative positions of the sun, moon and earth coincide every 19 years. This is called the 'Metonic' cycle. The word 'year', sanah occurs in the Quran 19 times.

In Chapter 18, Verse 26 we read:  “they stayed in their Cave 300 years and add 9.”

The verse did not stated 309. It mentions 300 years and gives their equivalent as 309 years. As it happens, 300 SOLAR years is equal to 309 LUNAR years.

B.  A revolution in logic has occurred in the last one hundred years, primarily over the difference between use and mention of words. A structure of logic seemed to be in danger of collapsing about a hundred years ago because the people noticed that the structure was not quite sound. The issue involved 'self-reference' and the use and the mention of words. 

Aristotle's law of the 'excluded middle' was the statement that every statement is either true false. About a hundred years ago, somebody pointed out that the law of the excluded middle is a statement and is therefore not a law after all. It could just as well be false as well as true. 

This was a tangled knot for the logicians to untie until they came to understand the difference between the use and the mention of a word. 

When we use a word, we consider its meaning. When we mention a word we are discussing the word itself. If I said Toronto is a large city, I mean Toronto, that place, is a large city. If I say Toronto has seven letters, I am talking about the word 'Toronto'. In the first case I used the word and in the second I mentioned the word. 

"The likeness of Jesus before Allah is as the likeness of Adam." (3:59) 

It is very clear that what we have in the statement is an equation. This verse goes on to explain how that is true because they both came under unusual circumstances rather than having a mother and a father in the usual human reproductive way. But more than that, I got to consider the use of the mention of words. 

The words are used clearly enough. Jesus is like Adam and by Jesus and Adam, we mean those two men. But what about the mention of the words? Was the author aware of the fact that if we were considering the words as words themselves, this sentence also read that 'Jesus' is something like 'Adam'. 

The index of the Quran has been made available only since 1945. This book was the result of years of work by a man and his students who assembled a book which lists every word in the Quran and where it can be found. 

When we look up the word Isa (Jesus), we find it in the Quran 25 times. When we look up Adam, we find it in the Quran 25 times. 

C.  The Quran says:  "His likeness is as the likeness of the dog. --------   Such is the likeliness of 'the people who reject our signs." (7:176) 

The phrase the people who reject our signs (qaomillazina kazzabu bi ayatina) could be found in the Quran exactly 5 times. And so is the Arabic word for 'the dog' (al-kalb). 

D.  The Quran says:  "For everything they say we are given something to go back to them and reply." (25:33) 

We looked again to the index of the Quran and we found the word, qalu (they say), is found 332 times. The Arabic word, qul, which is the command 'say' also occurs 332 times.

E.   The Quran tells that trade is not like interest. The two words will be found 6 times for on and 7 for the other.

F.    The Quran says: "Say, the evil and the good are not comparable, even though the abundance of evil will surprise you. So be mindful of your duty to Allah, O Man of understanding, that you may succeed." (5:100) 

When Gary Miller had a look at those two words in Arabic, the evil and the good, He found that in the Qur'an that they both occur 7 times. Yet the verse is saying that they are not comparable. I should NOT expect to find that they occur the same number of times. BUT what does the rest of this verse say? 

Here is the solution to the difficulty. While we have 7 occurrences of al-khabeeth (the evil) which matches up with the occurrences of al-taib (the good), according to the principle of the verse, evil is separated from good and is piled one on top of the other and heaped altogether as one. Hence, we do not count them as 7 separate instances. 

 Huruf-e-muqatta-at/ Mystic Letters

There are mystic letters at the beginning of some chapters. We do not know what are their significance. However some significance have been divulged in recent times.

Chapter no. 50 is called surah Qaf. The beginning and ending of this surah are given below:

Verses 1-2: Qaf. By the majestic Quran! Indeed they are astonished that a warner should come to them from among themselves.

Last Verse: Remind anyone who fears My warning by means of the Quran. 

 

Chapter no. 42 is surah Shura. The beginning and ending of this surah are given below:

Verses 1-3: Ha Meem Ain Seen Qaf. Thus Allah the Powerful, the Wise inspires you as well as those preceding you. 

Last Verse: It is not fitting for Allah to speak to any human being except through inspiration or from behind hijab, or by sending a messenger, --- --- --- Matters end up with Allah.

Frequency of occurrence of the letter Qaf (ق) in surah no. 50/ Qaf  = 57

Frequency of occurrence of the letter Qaf (ق) in surah no. 42/ Shura  = 57

Total occurrence of the letter Qaf (ق) in 2 surahs = (57+57) =114 You know that there are 114 surahs in the Quran. 

Now if you compare average occurrence of the letter Qaf in all surahs you will find that the highest average occurrence of the letter Qaf occur in surah Qaf.

Surah Baqarah, Ale-Imran, Ankabut and Rum begin with alif, laam and meem. The account of the occurrence frequencies of letters alif, laam, meem in 4 surahs are given below:

	Surah no. /name
	Alif (ا)
	Laam (ل) 
	Meem (م)

	2 Baqarah
	4592
	3204
	2195

	3 Ale-Imran
	2578
	1885
	1251

	29 Ankabut
	784
	554
	344

	30 Rum
	547
	318
	196


Also these letters have higher ratio of occurrence than any other letter of the alphabet in the same surah.

Surah Raad begins with alif, laam, meem and ra. The account of the occurrence frequencies of letters alif, laam, meem and ra in surah Raad are given below:

	surah
	Alif (ا)
	Laam (ل) 
	Meem (م)
	Ra (ر)

	13 Raad
	625
	476
	260
	127


The frequency of occurrence of letters is the same descending order in which they are arranged at the surah’s beginning. Again these letters have higher ratio of occurrence than any other letter of the alphabet in the same surah.

Gary Miller a.k.a. Abdul Ahad Omar narrates: Somebody said: "How do we know we still have the original Quran. Maybe pieces of it have been lost or extra parts been added?" I pointed out to him that we had pretty well covered that point because since these items, the perfect balance of words in the Quran, have come to light only in this generation, anybody who would have lost the portion of this book, hidden some of it, or added some of their own would have been unaware of this carefully hidden code in the book. They would have destroyed this perfect balance. It is interesting to note too that, well, such a thing might be possible to organize today by the use of a computer to coordinate all words so that whatever thought you might have as to a meaning of a sentence or however you might construe an equation out of a sentence, you could check for yourself and the book will always have the balance of words. If that were possible today, if it were possible fourteen centuries ago, why would it be done and then left hidden and never drawn to the attention of those who first saw this book? Why it would be left with the hope of the author who contrived this, that maybe in many centuries someone will discover it and have a nice surprise? 
(Basis of Muslim Belief)
A Great book with a small vocabulary
Another surprise is that the great book has been written with a small vocabulary. We know that the vocabulary of Arabic is huge. To learn Arabic grammar is a tedious job. Allah revealed the Quran in Easy Arabic. Allah says: “We have indeed made the Quran easy to memorize, yet will anyone memorize it?” (54:17) There is no need to memorize too many words. There is no need to learn all tenses and verb forms. The Quran is composed with a vocabulary of less than 2000 words, considering various forms of verbs like Qala, Qeela, Qul, Qulna etc. as separate words. So learn only 10 words a day and you will know all words in the entire Quran in 200 days. 

And we have to learn only those tenses and verb forms that are used in the Quran. However there are few complex sentences in the Quran, where knowing words is not sufficient, some advaced grammar is needed. I would recommend two books for learning vocabulary and grammar of the Quran- Towards Understanding Quranic Arabic by Muhammad Ibrahim H.I. Surty (available in English, Urdu) and Easy Dictionary of the Quran by Abdul Karim Parekh (available in English, Urdu, Hindi, Bangla, Tamil).

Psycho-somatic characteristics of man 

1. Fear 

In several places of the Quran the mention of fear is very interesting. 

In the Quran we read: Allah has sent down the most beautiful report in a consistently duplicated Book. The skins of those who fear their Lord tingle with it; then their skins and their minds are softened up for remembering Allah. (39:23)

Fear is a mental state with physical response caused by the possibility of danger, pain, a threat etc. The sense of fear may be caused by the actual sight of any danger, hearing of some forthcoming danger or thinking of some appalling situation in future.

In a state of fear, the adrenaline glands (epinephrine and non-epinephrine) start secretion of hormones in excess amount to help the self preservation drive of the individual. When excess hormones enter the blood, there is a rise of blood pressure, increased rate of heartbeats (pulse) and respiration and the contraction of artereoles of the skin. The sense of fear also stimulates the cutaneous nerves in the skin muscles (arrector pili) and their contraction leads to the erection of hairs and contraction of the skin giving it goose skin appearance. (Modern Clinical Psychiatry, L.C. Kolb, 7th edition, 1968, p.92)

Those who believe in the Hereafter feels the sensation of fear when they hear the verses of the Quran referring to the punishment of the sinners, and their skins are contracted and their hearts beat rapidly. But the believer will, by and by, be assured by the promise of rewards and bliss in the paradise, and such verses will relieve their sense of fear. When fear disappears, the arrector muscles will be relaxed and the skin will be soft again and the hearts will function normally. 

Ordinary man can easily be deterred by the threat of hellfire. “If you do not and you will never do so- then heed the fire which has been prepared for disobedients, whose fuel is mankind and stone. (2:24)

But the wise know that Allah is infinitely more powerful than any fire. So Allah did not mention hell for wise people: “---- so fear Me, O men of understanding.”  (2:197)

2.  Women

a) Behavior of women compared with that of men

In the verse which lay down the penalty for theft, the male thief is mentioned before female. But in case of fornication, the fornicatress is mentioned before fornicator.

A thief, whether a man or a woman, shall have his or her hands cut off as a penalty for whatever he or she has earned, as an example set by Allah. Allah is Powerful, Wise. Allah will relent towards anyone who repents following his wrongdoing, and reforms; Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. (5:38)

Flog both the adulterous woman and the adulterous man with a hundred lashes, and do not let any pity for either party distract you from Allah's religion if you believe in Allah and the Last Day. (24:2)

What is the reason behind such ordering? In cases of theft man is always more daring and the initiator, but in fornication it is usually the woman who initiates the train of events, she lays the snares for intended man for the very moment she stands before the mirror making her face up, wearing her perfume or selecting a short dress.

However, good women are humble, devoted, truthful and virtuous. They persevere in righteousness and guard their modesty.

In the Quran we read: 

Honorable women are steadfast, guarding the Unseen just as Allah has it guarded. (4:34)  

And -

Such [women] are innocent of that which people say. (24:26)

b)  Two women witnesses as substitute of one male witness
In law, witness is a person called upon to give relevant testimony under oath, as in a court of justice with respect to something he/she has seen, heard or otherwise observed. A witness may be compelled to attend court when required by law. If he/she does not attend court when called and lacks sufficient excuse for his/her absence, he/she may be punished for contempt by fine or imprisonment. 

According to the Quranic law, two women witnesses are required as substitute of one male witness.

If there are not two men available, then one man and two women may serve as witnesses from anyone you may approve of, so that if either of them should slip up, then the other woman may remind the other. Witnesses must not refuse to serve when they are called upon. (2:282)

It is true that a woman in good physical and mental health could be enough to attend court and give testimony correctly. However a woman may require a female companion to appear before a court because she needs moral and mental support in some situations which does not apply for males.

For example, 

a) Women are more phobic and more often have neurotic symptoms, psycho-somatic symptoms, and depressive disorders, or at least they more often claim to have admitted having these symptoms. (Sex Differences in Mental Health, Katherine Hoyenga and Kermit Hoyenga, p. 235)

b) Surveys using self-reports show a greater incidence of emotional symptoms in the general female population than in the male population. (Sex Differences in Mental Health, Katherine Hoyenga and Kermit Hoyenga, p. 236)

c)  Women and men do not equally upset by the same things, and being upset does not have the same effect in men as in women. --- -- females reported experiencing more anxiety than males -- -. (Sex Differences in Mental Health, Katherine Hoyenga and Kermit Hoyenga, p. 236)

d) Women have to encounter frequent psychological stains during the period prior to the onset of menstruation (premenstrual syndrome), period prior to childbirth (ante-natal depression), pregnancy, period after childbirth (post-natal depression), pre-menopause, menopause and post-menopause. 40% women suffer from premenstrual syndrome (Psychiatry in Practise, April, 1983, p. 14), 16% pregnant women suffer from clinically significant psychiatric problems (Cox, JL, psychiatric morbidity in pregnancy, British Journal of psychiatry, 1979, vol 134, p.401-405), 10-15% women become clinically depressed after childbirth (Psychiatry in Practise, May, 1987, p. 18) and almost all women suffer from menopausal psychiatric problems. This phase in a woman’s life can start at any time from the mid-thirties to the mid-fifties and can last for as long as 15 years. These situations may result in lack of concentration, headache, sleeplessness and even short term memory loss.  
These aspects do not mean that women are inferior to men. But it does illustrate that they are different. Women do the toughest job i.e. giving birth and bearing of child. Short term memory loss may sometimes be beneficial for a woman. A woman’s involvement in her household may cause her to forget outside responsibilities; so she may need another woman to console her or to share responsibility by reminding her, if she could not express the event clearly or correctly. 

 3. Sleep: for recuperation and removal of anxiety

The Quran mentions sleep as a subject of interest. In the Quran we read: And among His signs are your sleeping at night and by day, and your pursuit of His bounty. Verily in that are portents for any folk who listen. (30:23)

Although one may sleep in day, night is more suitable for sleep.

In the Quran we read: And He is the One Who has placed night as a garment for you, and sleep for repose, and He makes daytime for rising again. (25:47) 

He is the One Who has granted you night to settle down in, and daylight to make things visible to you. Verily in that are portents for a folk who listen. (10: 67)

Allah is the One Who has granted you night so you may rest in it, and daylight to see your way around. (40:61) 

Our daily life is characterized by the alternation of work and rest and the fit environment for this alternation is the succession of night and days. When the sun sets, darkness gradually engulfs the brightness of day. It is, as if, the dark veil of the night is being gradually drawn over the bright face of the day. The darkness and the cooler atmosphere provide us with a suitable environment for sleep and recuperation.

Sleep removes anxiety and fear. So sometimes doctors prescribe sleeping pills to patients with anxiety or panic disorders. This fact is also found in the Quran. In the Quran we read: Remember when He caused drowsiness to overcome you as an assurance from Him and sent down water from the sky on you to cleanse you with and remove the fear of Satan from you and make your mind strong and brace your feet with it. (8:11) 

4. Gratefulness and Arrogance

Gratefulness is an extraordinary noble quality.

Allah says in the Quran: Few of My servants are grateful. (34:13)

Most people have little knowledge about world. They have very little knowledge about the mystery of life and death of man. Yet most people think that they have a vast knowledge. Almost everyman thinks that what he does is right. Even when a man knows and believes that what he is doing is wrong, still he thinks that under the circumstances his decision is the most appropriate.

In the Quran we read: If you obeyed most of those who are on earth, they would lead you astray from Allah’s path. They only follow conjecture and are merely guessing. (6:117)

Say: Shall We announce to you those who have lost the most through their actions? Those whose effort led them astray during worldly life, while they reckoned that they were producing something fine are the ones who have disbelieved in their Lord’s sign and about meeting Him. (18: 104-105)

Since everyman considers himself as the most important person and thinks that his opinion is superior to that of others, it is difficult to make a change in his view through disregard and dishonor. But we can expect good result if he is invited with politeness and modesty to reconsider his thought. This is why Musa (Heb. Mosheh) and Harun (Aharon) were ordered to invite Firaun with gentleness.

In the Quran we read: Go, both of you, to Firaun. He has been so arrogant and speak soft word to him so that he may be reminded or even feel afraid. (20:43-44)

Invite to your Lord’s way with discretion and kindly instruction and discuss with them in the politest manner. (16:125)

And do not argue with the People of the Book unless it is in the politest manner, except for those who exceed limit. (29:46)

Conclusion: The Quran has many surprising aspects, which prove its divine origin. To discuss the unique status of the Quran is beyond my capacity. I have only tried to gather some information to the extent Allah has enabled me. I pray that Allah might give benefit to me and all readers from this study.  I bear witness that the Quran is the Book of Allah.  
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