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Preface

Double reward for Jewish and Christian Muslims
“Those to whom We gave the Scripture before it (i.e. the Quran), are believers in it.
And when it is recited to them, they say: "We believe in it. Indeed it is the truth from our Lord. Indeed even before it we were Muslims.
They will be given their reward twice over due to their patience, and because they repel evil with good and spend (in charity) out of what We have provided for them. [Qasas: 52-54]
Imam Ahmad narrated The Messenger of Allah said something beautiful, he said: “Whoever embraces Islam from the people of the two scriptures (Jews and Christians) will be given a double reward...”
Auckland

Sonny William Williams
Sonny William Williams was born in 1985 in Auckland, New Zealand. His father is Samoan and was raised in New Zealand. His mother is a New Zealander of English, Scottish, and Irish descent. He is a rugby player and heavyweight boxer who has played rugby league and rugby union at the highest levels. Despite being born in New Zealand, Sonny is also a citizen of Samoa. Sonny converted to Islam in 2008, stating that he found his faith in France while playing for Toulon.  
Sydney 
Anthony Mundine
Mundine was born in Sydney in 1975. Both his parents are indigenous Australians and his mother was part of the Stolen Generation. 
Mundine played rugby league and became WBC Silver Super Welterweight Champion. Before his move to boxing he was the highest paid player in the NRL.  Then he became successful professional boxer.
Anthony was baptized in the Church of England. Mundine developed a strong belief in the existence of a divine Creator; however he struggled to comprehend the concept of the Christian Holy Trinity. Anthony said that this confusion led him to Islam, and that after three years of reading the Quran, he identified the divine creator as Allah. He converted to Islam in 1999.   
Anthony siad that he has had to look to other cultures for religious guidance, because contemporary Western society has become morally bankrupt. Anthony rejected the suggestion that he adopted Islam simply because it a religion shared by boxer Muhammad Ali and Malcolm X. Instead, he said that his religious ethics derive from a personal reading of the Quran. Anthony calls on others to study the Quran, and to make their own decisions about Allah’s will. He was happy to have also converted other Aboriginal men to Islam. Anthony expressed his love for his mother Lyn Mundine.
Guam

Christina Couzan

Christina Couzan was born in 1967 in Guam. 
 She is best known for her work with refugees in the Middle East and literary contributions to Transgression: Cultural Studies and Education.

With the teaching of mentors Sheikh Ahmed Naufal, of Jordan, and Azzam of Palestine, Couzan converted to Islam and adopted the name Khalilah Sabra.   

Khalilah received the International Human Rights Award in 2013. She was honored for her work with refugees in Lebanon, Syria, and nations hosting Palestinian and Syrian civilians as well as for her leadership role as Director of the Muslim American Society Immigrant Justice Center.  
Tokyo

Kotaro Yamaoka
Kotaro Yamaoka was a member of Black Dragon Society (Kokuryūkai). 
 Yamaoka worked for the intelligence service in Manchuria 
 since the Russo-Japanese war. He traveled to seek the approval of Sultan AbdülHamid II of the Ottoman Empire for building a mosque in Tokyo (completed 1938). He came into contact with Russian-born writer, Abdürreşid İbrahim in Bombay. Upon invitation of Abdürreşid, Kotaro converted to Islam in 1909, whereupon he took the name Omar Yamaoka. He was the first Japanese to go on the Hajj . 
 
He became a preacher and upon his invitation Umar Mita became Muslim. 

Quanzhou, Fujian

Lin Nu

Lin Nu (林駑) was a Chinese scholar and merchant in the early Ming dynasty. 
 His father was Lin Lu (林閭). Around 1376 the 30 year old Lin Nu visited Ormuz in Persia, converted to Islam, and married a Semu woman (娶色目女) (either a Persian or an Arab woman) and brought her back to Quanzhou in Fujian. This was recorded in the Lin and Li geneaology《林李宗谱》. 

Burkhan Khaldun
Birkai khan
Birkai or Barke khan was born to Jochi, the eldest son of Genghis Khan in Burkhan Khaldun, Mongolia in near 1200 CE. 
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In 1236, Berke joined the force under the leadership of his brother Batu Khan. The army, comprising some 150,000 soldiers, marched from Siberia and into the territory of the Muslim Volga Bulgars and Kipchaks, whom they subdued. Batu sent Berke to the country north of the Caucasus to conquer the Kipchaks there. Next they devastated the principalities of Ryazan and Suzdal in 1237. In 1238-39, Berke defeated the Kipchaks and imprisoned the chief of the Merkits.
Berke further served under his brother Batu Khan, fighting at the Battle of the Mohi, where the Hungarian army was devastated. When Ögedei Khan died, and all the princes of the blood were summoned to return to Mongolia to select a Great Khan, Berke and his brothers joined Batu in his bid for power. When that failed, the Kipchak Khanate settled on the territories, which are now parts of Russia and Kazakhstan.

Like his father Jochi and grandfather Genghis Khan, Berke Khan was a follower of Tengrism. When Berke was at Saray-Jük or Little Sarai (now in Kazakhstan), Berke met a caravan from Bukhara and questioned them about their faith. Berke was convinced of the truth from the caravan travellers and became a Muslim. Berke then invited his brother Tukh-timur to Islam.

In 1248 Batu sent Berke, to Mongolia in order to install Möngke Khan on the throne of Great Khan. In 1251 Möngke was enthroned.                 

Faridpur
Sudarshan Bhattacharya
Sudarshan Bhattacharya was born in Faridpur district, Bengal, British India. He was a Brahmin by birth. 
He authored " আমি কেন ইসলাম গ্রহণ করলাম" (Ami keno Islam grahan karlam), "ইতিহাস কথা কয়", (Itihas Kotha Koy) "ঠাকুরমার স্বর্গযাত্রা" (Thakurmar Swarga Jatra) 
He founded New Muslim ….. 
Abul Hossain
Kolkata
Vinita Shaw   

Indian Express reports, “A south Kolkata girl, who has converted from Hinduism to Islam, and her sister who is also keen to convert, were beaten up allegedly by the associates of the local councillor. The girls have also alleged police inaction. 

Vinita Shaw, 25, a resident of 57/2B Bondel Road, adopted Islam in December last year. Her new name, vide an affidavit by a first class magistrate is, Taiba Khatoon (The Indian Express possesses a copy of the affidavit). Her sister, 18-year-old Pooja Shaw, too, expressed her wish to follow suit last week. 

The conversion apparently did not go down too well with their neighbours, who, on June 8, beat up the two sisters and their family, including her mother and brother, with bricks and rods. 

"We are a very poor family. My father is paralytic and bed-ridden. These people started a fight on the pretext that we dirty the place too much. But when they started beating us, they said unmentionable things as I have converted," said Vinita. She also alleged that both sisters were abused and molested. 

Vinita also claimed harassment at the hands of the police. "I went to the police station with a written complaint against Asim Bera, Tapas Bera, Abhishek Malakar, Krishna Ray, Akash Ray, Manoj Singh, Bikas Singh and Birju Paswan but investigating officer D. D. Roy Chowdhury tore it up and wrote it himself. He even refused to give me a copy of the complaint and when I insisted, he asked the other officer there to give it to me, referring to me with unmentionable names," she said. 

Pooja is still admitted at a private hospital in Broad Street. "I did not want anyone to know that after my sister, I, too, wanted to convert but these people somehow got an air of it. They are close aides of the local councillor, which is why the police is not taking any action," she said. (Sisters beaten up for converting to Islam, Indian Express, Kolkata, Jun 16 2012)
Delhi
Sunita Shariff   

sunita shariff    a converted muslim having a lot of faith in Allah

Bragging rights

Married, 2 small kids, 
employed as a teacher

Kottayam
Rekha Maruthiraj
Rekha was born to Hindu father (Maruthi Raj) and Christian mother (Gracy) in 1987 in Kottayam, Kerala, India. Rekha Maruthiraj starred in Tamil and Malayalam language films. She is best known for performances in the films Azhagi, Imsai Arasan 23m Pulikesi and Silandhi.  
On 30 May 2014, Rekha accepted Islam. At a press meet, she said, "I didn’t convert for the reason of love or money, I am not such a person. I like Islamic principles, so I converted to Islam. I will intimate about my marriage to media once arranged by my parents and I really thank my dad for his full support. I have changed my name to Maruthi Gracy Raheema. Hereafter, I won’t act in films". 

Rahima tied the knot with Malik who is a Chennai-based entrepreneur. Malik is the son of Rahima's father's close friend.  
Moscow
Vyacheslav Polosin

Vyacheslav Polosin is a Russian academic. He was born in 1956 in Moscow, Russia. He studied Philosophy at Moscow State University. He served as priest in Russian Orthodox Church during 1983-1999 and served as Member of Russia's Parliament during 1990-1993 He embraced Islam in 1999. Polosin was Director of Moscow-based Al Wasatiya Center for interfaith dialogue.

His books and articles have been translated into many languages: Secular State and Islamic Tradition in Russia, Criminal sectarianism will never become the norm of life, Rothschilds against Arab Rulers - Causes and Mechanism of Arab Revolutions. 
Israel
Maor Davidovich 
Four years ago, Maor Davidovich, a young woman born to devout Jewish parents in a small Israeli town, converted to Islam. 
A film "Mom, Dad, I'm Muslim" depicted her story. She was 18. Now 22, Maor wants a family and children and is in search of a Muslim husband. Her challenge is to find someone who will accept her and her unusual family. Maor still lives with her devout Jewish mother and her father who believes all Muslims should be removed from the land. Adding to Maor's complicated family life the difficulty of living in a community that largely disagrees with her choice of conversion to the point of threats against her, and it becomes clear that Maor is no ordinary woman. 

Jerusalem

Dr. Uriel Davis

Uriel Davis was born to Jewish parents in 1943 in Jerusalem. Davis describes himself as "a Palestinian Hebrew national of Jewish origin, anti-Zionist, registered as Muslim and a citizen of an apartheid state - the State of Israel."
He was educated in Kfar Shmaryahu. He received a BA in Philosophy and Arabic from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem (1968), a Masters in Philosophy from the same institution (1970) and an MA in Anthropology (1973) and a PhD in Anthropology (1976) from The New School for Social Research, New York. 

He was a member of Fatah since 1984. He divides his residence between the predominantly Arab city of Sakhnin in Israel and the mixed city of Ramle in Israel. Uriel met Miyassar, a Palestinian, in Ramallah in 2006. Davis converted to Islam in 2008 and married Miyassar in Ramallah. In 2009, Uri was appointed to teach a course at Al-Quds University on critical Israeli studies. Davis has served as Vice-Chairman of the Israeli League for Human and Civil Rights and as lecturer in Peace Studies at the University of Bradford.   
Until 2009 Uriel was Observer Member of the Palestine National Council. In 2009, Uriel was successful in his bid for a seat on Fatah's Revolutionary Council, placing 31st in the 128-member body. He is the first person of Jewish origin to be elected to such a high-ranking position in Fatah. 

He is a founding member of The Movement Against Israeli Apartheid in Palestine (MAIAP) and of Al-Beit The Association for the Defense of Human Rights in Israel, and a former member of the Editorial Board of RETURN magazine.  
Kiryat Gat

Tali Fahima
Tali Fahima was born in 1976 in Kiryat Gat, Israel, to Jewish parents Sarah Lahiani and Shimon Fahima. After completing her mandatory military service, Fahima moved to Tel Aviv and worked as a legal secretary. Until 2003 she was a Likud supporter. Then she became involved in the Palestinian children's project in Jenin. Tali describes her nationality as Palestinian.

On 8 August 2004, Fahima was arrested, and then placed under detention. She was indicted in December 2004 and charged with "assistance to the enemy at time of war". On 23 December 2005 she pleaded guilty to some serious charges, admitting to maintaining contacts with a foreign agent with the intention of harming state security. She received a three-year prison sentence. 
She was released in January 2007, a year earlier than her original sentence, for good conduct.  Still, she is banned from leaving the country, contacting foreign agents or entering the Palestinian-controlled areas. Fahima lives in the Arab village Ar'ara in Israel, and works as a Hebrew teacher. In June 2010 she converted to Islam at a mosque in Umm al-Fahm.

Kiev

Lev Nussimbaum    
Lev Nussimbaum was born in Kiev to a Jewish family, in 1905. He was a writer and journalist. He spent his childhood in Baku before fleeing the Bolsheviks in 1920 at the age of 14. In 1922, he obtained a certificate claiming that he had embraced Islam in the presence of the imam of the Turkish embassy in Berlin. He created for himself a niche in the European literary world by writing about topics that Westerners, in general, knew little about the Caucasus, Russian Empire, Bolshevik Revolution, newly discovered oil, and Islam. He wrote under the name of Essad Bey in German. He died in Positano, Italy in 1942.
 Lviv

Leopold Weiss                         
Leopold Weiss was born in 1900 in Lviv. He was a Jewish-born Austro-Hungarian.  By the age of thirteen, young Weiss had acquired a passing fluency in Hebrew and Aramaic, German and Polish. By his mid-twenties, he could read and write in English, French, Persian and Arabic. In Palestine, Weiss engaged in arguments with Zionist leaders like Chaim Weizmann, voicing his criticism of the Zionist Movement. 
 After traveling across the Arab World as a journalist, he accepted Islam and chose for himself the name "Muhammad Asad"—Asad being the Arabic rendition of his root name Leo (Lion).  

During his stay in Arabia, he spent time with Bedouins and enjoyed close company of Ibn Saud. 
 
Leopold Weiss died in 20 February 1992. His magnum opus is The Message of the Quran—an English translation and commentary of the Quran. 
Eskilstuna
Leif Karlsson                      
Leif Karlsson was born in 1941 in Eskilstuna, Sweden. He first came in contact with Islam during a travel to Morocco in 1963. He converted to the religion in 1984 when he also changed his legal name to Abd al Haqq Kielan, an Arabic name which loosely means "humble servant of the truth". He is an Imam at the mosque in Eskilstuna and at the Islamic Association in Stockholm. He is also chairman of the Swedish Islamic Society and secretary of the Swedish Islamic Academy.
Copenhagen

Reino Arild Pedersen             
Reino Arild Pedersen was born in 1954 in Copenhagen. He was brought up as a Christian, became a free-thinker at the age of 16 and after a long search through different world religions. Pedersen embraced Islam in 1982.

Pedersen is co-founder and principal of three private schools for children of Muslim parents in Denmark. He is Vice Chairman of Muslim Council of Denmark. He is also co-founder of Islamic Christian Study Center in Copenhagen. Pedersen is co-founder of Danish Muslim Aid which conducts relief projects in numerous countries worldwide.

He is one of the European representatives of the Global Network of Religions for Children.
He has translated a number of books on Islam into Danish. In 1997 he was the first imam to start holding Friday sermons in Danish. He is married to a Moroccan and the two have four children.

Hamburg

Kristiane Backer   
Kristiane Backer was born in Hamburg, Germany.  From 1987 to 1989 she worked in Radio Hamburg, MTV Europe, Bravo TV and RTL. Backer was awarded Germany's TV award the Golden Camera and two Golden Otto for her television work.

In 1992 Backer met former cricketer Imran Khan in London. He gave her books on Islam and she traveled through Pakistan. Those trips created an awareness of spirituality. She accepted Islam in 1995. Her book Der Islam als Weg des Herzens: Warum ich Muslima bin (2010), 
Frechen
Pierre Vogel                 

Pierre Vogel was born in 1978 in Frechen, Germany. He turned professional boxer at the age of 22, fighting briefly (for two years) as a cruiserweight for the Sauerland club and was undefeated in seven bouts. Vogel converted to Islam in 2001 and shortly thereafter began courses in Islamic studies in Germany, and then studied in Madinah. Vogel is married to a Muslim Moroccan woman and is father of three children. 

Pontarlier

Philippe Grenier   

Philippe Grenier was born in Pontarlier (Doubs), France in 1865. He was the son of Hippolytus Grenier 
 and Marie Thiébaud, 
  His father died in 1871 while Philippe was six years old.
 Performing high school in Besançon, he graduated from the Faculty of Medicine Paris from 1883 to 1890, before settling in Pontarlier, where he opened a chamber. That year, he visited his younger brother in Blida in Algeria. He was shocked by the manner in which France maintains Algerian Muslims in poverty and social injustices. After returning to France, he began to study the Koran. Four years later, in 1894, during a second trip to Blida, he converted to Islam. He visited Makkah. 
He was elected alderman of his city and focuses on issues of public health and aid to the needy through his medical status. After the death of the former member for Pontarlier (Doubs) Dr. Grenier decides to try his luck. Leading a modest campaign he became the laughing stock of the press that mocks his "dress exuberance." Despite this, and with a convincing speech, its ambitious social program for the time allows him to pick up the sesame for Parliament in the second round with 51% of the vote and after an electoral coup de theater on 20 December 1896. That day, he became the first member of the Muslim history of France. Chosen of Doubs of 1896 to 1898, it is the curiosity of the press of the time, very misinformed about Muslim customs. Becoming the "deputy of the Muslims of France," he often traveled to Algeria for the need for parliamentary inquiries. 
As a doctor and a Muslim, he intended to fight against alcoholism. But his bill on reducing the number of licensed premises and liquor tax to fund the creation of a native army in metropolitan France - its main priority being the national defense - while the famous absinthe in Pontarlier sustains the whole country Haut-Doubs, is contributing to the discontent of the electorate. In May 1898 he was defeated in the election, and again in 1902. After this double failure, he decided to leave politics. He died in Pontarlier in 1944. A few months later, as a wink of fate, it is a unit of Algerian riflemen freeing of Pontarlier German armies. College, street, and the mosque of Pontarlier carry his name. 
Geneva

Nathalie Eberhardt

Nathalie Moerder (née Eberhardt) was a Lutheran Baltic German. She was mother of Isabelle and Augustin. In 1888 her son Augustin joined the French Foreign Legion and was assigned to Algeria. In May 1897, she traveled to North Africa was her daughter, whereby she was hoping to meet up with Augustin. They were also considering setting up a new life there. While there they both embraced Islam, fulfilling a long-standing interest. She died suddenly in Annaba, Algeria and was buried there under the name of Fatima Manubiah.

Geneva

Isabelle Eberhardt

Isabelle Eberhardt was born in Geneva in 1877. Her father Alexander Trophimowsky was an Armenian-born Russian general, an anarchist and former priest but later became atheist. (Eberhardt was her maternal grandfather's name.) Her mother was Nathalie Eberhardt. Isabelle was well educated. She was fluent in French, Russian, German and Italian. She was taught Latin and Greek and Arabic and read the Quran with her father. From an early age she dressed as a man in order to enjoy the greater freedom this allowed her.
In May 1897 she traveled to North Africa was with her mother, to meet up with her half-brother Augustin. While there they both embraced Islam. After her mothers death at Annaba she returned to Europe to find her father Trophimowsky ill. He died in 1899 in Geneva, nursed by Isabelle. From then on, she spent the rest of her life in Africa, making northern Algeria her home and exploring the desert.

Dressed as a man and calling herself Si Mahmud Essadi, Isabelle traveled in Arab society with a freedom she could not otherwise have experienced. She regarded Islam as her true calling in life. (Eberhardt, Isabelle 1906, Dans l'ombre chaude de l'Islam (in French), Charpentier et Fasquelle) She married Sulaiman Ehnni, an Algerian soldier, in 1901, in Marseille. 
On 21 October 1904, Isabelle died in a flash flood in Aïn Séfra, Algeria. After a long separation, her husband had just joined her. She had rented a house for the occasion. This house, constructed of clay, collapsed on the couple during the flood; her husband was washed away but survived. She was buried according to Islamic rites at Aïn Séfra. Isabelle wrote on her travels in many books and French newspapers, including Nouvelles Algériennes (Algerian Short Stories) (1905), Dans l'Ombre Chaude de l'Islam (In the Warm Shadow of Islam) (1906), and Les journaliers (The Day Laborers) (1922). 

Belgium           

Veronique Cools   

Veronique Cools, a 25-year-old Belgian convert to Islam,
London          

Marmaduke William Pickthall 

Marmaduke William Pickthall was born in Cambridge Terrace, London in 1875. 
 Pickthall spent the first few years of his life in his father's rectory in rural Suffolk. In 1881 after his father’s death the family moved to London. He attended Harrow School but left after six terms.
He studied the Orient, and published articles and novels on the Turkish history and culture. His works include: Said the Fisherman (1903), Enid (1904), Brendle (1905), The House of Islam (1906), The Myopes (1907), Children of the Nile (1908), The Valley of the Kings (1909), Pot an Feu (1911), Larkmeadow (1912), The House at War (1913), With the Turk in Wartime (1914), Tales from Five Chimneys (1915), Veiled Women (1916), Knights of Araby (1917), Oriental Encounters (1918), Sir Limpidus (1919), The Early Hours (1921). Pickthall was esteemed by D. H. Lawrence, H. G. Wells, and E. M. Forster for his novels. He declared his conversion to Islam in dramatic fashion after delivering a talk on ‘Islam and Progress' on 29 November 1917, to the Muslim Literary Society in Notting Hill. 
In 1920 he went to India with his wife to serve as editor of the Bombay Chronicle. While in the service of the Nizam of the State of Hyderabad, Pickthall published his English translation of the Quran with the title The Meaning of the Glorious Koran (published 1930). He returned to England in 1935. He died on 19 May 1936 at St Ives, Cornwall, England. He was buried in the Muslim cemetery at Brookwood in Surrey, England.

London          

Sarah Joseph

Sarah Joseph was born in 1971. She attended St George's School, St Thomas More School and have a Bachelor of Arts from King's College London. She was brought up as a Catholic. She converted to Islam at the age of 16 in 1988. Sarah Joseph is CEO and Editor of Muslim lifestyle magazine emel and commentator on British Muslims. Joseph was awarded an Order of the British Empire in 2004 for services to "interfaith dialogue and the promotion of women's rights".

London          

Dr. Emilie François
Emilie François was born in 1983 in London of French and Irish heritage. She began her career as an actress at age 12 in the film ‘Sense and Sensibility’ (1995) in which she played Margaret Dashwood. She went on to star in Paws (1997) in which she played Samantha, and ‘New Year's Day’ (2000), in which she played Heather. 
She completed her BA in Social and Political Sciences at Cambridge University in 2003. In 2003, after graduating from Cambridge, following extensive research into the faith, Emilie embraced Islam at 21 years old. At the time, she was a skeptical Christian.  She said, "The Quran was pivotal for me. I first tried to approach it in anger, as part of an attempt to prove my Muslim friend wrong. Later I began reading it with a more open mind. The opening of Al-Fatiha, with its address to the whole of mankind, psychologically stopped me in my tracks. It spoke of previous scriptures in a way which I both recognised, but also differed. It clarified many of the doubts I had about Christianity. It made me an adult as I suddenly realised that my destiny and my actions had consequences for which I alone would 
now be held responsible. In a world governed by relativism, it outlined objective moral truths and the foundation of morality. As someone who'd always had a keen interest in philosophy, the Qur'an felt like the culmination of all of this philosophical cogitation. It combined Kant, Hume, Sartre and Aristotle. It somehow managed to address and answer the deep philosophical questions posed over centuries of human existence and answer its most fundamental one, 'why are we here?'" 
In 2005, she pursued an MA in Arab Studies, on a CCAS scholarship, at Georgetown University, USA. Former Assistant Editor at emel magazine, she continues to contribute to the magazine.

Emilie regularly contributes to public debates on a variety of issues, including on BBC Newsnight, the BBC Big Questions, the Huffington Post, the New Statesman, The Times, the Independent, BBC Radio, The London Paper, Index on Censorship, The Cherwell, The F-word and others. 

She presented a documentary on orphans in Bangladesh (2012) for Save An Orphan, a charity for which she is a patron. 
Emilie is undertook a DPhil at Oxford University. She speaks fluent French and proficient Arabic.

London          

Dr. Nagisetty Mukunda Sudhir

Nagisetty Mukunda Sudhir was born in London to a Hindu family. Both his 

Sussex         

Ayesha abd. Scott

Ayesha abd. Scott was born in 1960 in a small fishing village in Sussex, England. She embraced Islam in 1975 while still at school. She sudied Politics Law and Economic at university. In 1981 she returned to Malaysia with her husband where she has been actively involved in Dawah work. Now she involved full time in writing Islamic books for children and poetry. 
Leeds          

Na'ima B Robert
Na'ima B Robert, born Thando Nomhle McLaren on 19 September 1977, is an author of multicultural literature and founding editor of the UK-based Muslim women's publication, SISTERS Magazine. Born in Leeds to a Scottish father and Zulu mother, both from South Africa, Robert grew up in Zimbabwe and attended university in England. She converted to Islam in 1998. Currently Robert divides her time between London and Cairo with her husband, three sons and two daughters.
During her university studies Robert travelled to Egypt as an amateur musician and singer playing traditional Zimbabwean compositions at a music festival. Her initial reaction to the hijab-wearing Muslim women was to be "appalled" but finally asked an especially beautiful Egyptian woman why she would choose to cover her beauty: ‘Because,’ she said, ‘I want to be judged for what I say and what I do, not for what I look like."[2]After their exchange Robert says, "I began to think about my life, about my own self-image and how I wanted to grow and develop." Robert returned to London and began reading the Marmaduke Pickthall translation of the Quran, learning about Islam and Islamic law, and she gave "dressing modestly a try."[3] Over the Christmas holiday that same year Robert travelled to "Muslim Africa, to Guinea" where she found that "As someone still steeped in the ideals of Black nationalism, these Muslims appealed to my own African identity and my sense of Black pride."[4] In Guinea Robert began making the Islamic five daily prayers, fasted during Ramadan and upon her return to London announced her declaration of Islamic faith in 1998.
In 2005 Na'ima wrote an autobiography From My Sisters' Lips which became the international Muslim best-seller. After the success of her autobiography, From My Sisters' Lips, Robert began writing young adult (YA) Islamic fiction. Her first YA novel was From Somalia, With Love.
Liverpool        

William Henry Quilliam

William Quilliam was born in Liverpool to Robert Quilliam and Harriet in 1856. 
 William was educated at the Liverpool Institute and King William's College on the Isle of Man. He began work as a solicitor in 1878, building a successful legal practice in Liverpool. He married Hannah Johnstone in 1879. Quilliam was brought up a Methodist. He had earlier learned about Islam while visiting southern France in 1882 and crossing over to Algeria and Tunisia. He visited Morocco to recover from an illness at the age of 17. There he converted to Islam. Returning to Liverpool, he began to promote Islam in Britain.
Quilliam established the Liverpool Muslim Institute opening on 25 Dec. 1889. This was England's first mosque, accommodating around a hundred Muslims. His example led to the conversion of over 150 Englishmen to Islam including his mother Harriet and his sons. 

He produced a weekly paper, The Crescent, from 1893 until 1908. He published three editions of his The Faith of Islam which was translated into thirteen languages.

He was appointed Sheikh-ul-Islam of the British Isles by the Ottoman Sultan Abdul Hamid II in 1894 and Persian Vice Consul to Liverpool by the Shah. 

Quilliam left England in 1908 in advance of being struck off as a solicitor. His son disposed of the property that had been used as a mosque and Islamic centre. Without Quilliam's influence and funding, the Muslim community in Liverpool dispersed.

He had returned to the UK in 1914 under the name of Harun Mustapha Leon. He spent much of his time at Onchan on the Isle of Man. He died in Bloomsbury, London on 23 April 1932 and was buried in Brookwood Cemetery, Surrey. 

Western Muslims, particularly converts to Islam, see Quilliam as a pioneer of the path they have taken.
Edinburgh        

Lady Evelyn Murray

Evelyn Murray was a Scottish noblewoman who born in Edinburgh in 1867 to Charles Adolphus Murray and Lady Gertrude Coke.  
  She spent her childhood in Algiers. She was a Mayfair socialite, and an accomplished deerstalker, angler and gardener.She met John Dupuis Cobbold in Cairo and married in 1891. 
Her “Wayfarers in the Libyan Desert” was published in 1912. She embraced Islam after 1912. She took the name Zainab. By the 1920’s, anecdotal information suggests that Lady Evelyn’s attachment to Islam had become a cause of estrangement from the Cobbold family. In 1922 she and her husband formally separated. She received a generous financial settlement, including the deer forest of Glencarron in the Highlands, making her a very wealthy woman in her own right. For much of the 1920’s, she was occupied by a cavalcade of grandchildren and by the field sports at which she excelled. But in 1929 her husband died, and it seems that she now began seriously to contemplate performing Hajj to Makkah. 
Evelyn achieved celebrity at age 65, in 1933, when she became the first British-born Muslim woman to perform Hajj to Makkah. In 1934, a personal account of her trip was published entitled Pilgrimage to Mecca. 
 She died in January 1963.

Long Island        

Peter Casey   

Peter Casey was born in Long Island to a Jewish mother and Catholic father. Growing up, he grappled with a divisive figure in the family: Jesus. Christianity spoke of a divine being, Son of God and God Himself. Judaism spoke of Jesus as a false messiah. Casey said, “I felt there were two extremes, and I
was happy with neither,” He discovered a faith that recognized Jesus as a prophet, a man who relayed the word of God, by staying online on the internet. Nothing more, nothing less. He converted to Islam when he was 15 years old.  
Casey said, “I was looking for the religion of Jesus and his disciples, and when I started learning about Islam I was like: “This is it. This is the religion.” And, two years later, or when he was 15, he converted to Islam. Since then, Peter Casey, who recently began teaching history at an Islamic school in Brooklyn, has sought to reconcile his religious beliefs within an American context suspicious of Islam. His blog, Dawah Addict, includes topics ranging from “Muhammad in the Bible” to “How to Become a Muslim.” “When I first became Muslim, and this is something you still hear today, people said, Why arenâ there more Muslims saying terrorism is bad? Why are not there Muslims out there saying what Islam is really about?” said Casey. “And I thought, well, Iâm going to do it if no one else is going to do it.” Casey said: “I feel like I have responsibility to people in America, because this is where I grew up and this is my home, and I want to share what makes me so happy and has brought me so much peace.”

New York               

Fatima D’Oyen

Fatima D’Oyen was born in New York in 1960 and embraced Islam in 1979. An author of several books for Muslim children, she has also been active in Islamic education since 1983 in the United States and Europe in a variety of capacities. 
She is director of Manara Education, a UK-based social enterprise promoting Islamic education and parenting. 

New York        

Dr. James Frankel

James Frankel was born to a ethnic Jewish secular family in 1969 and grew up in Manhattan. His grandmother from his father’s side was a practicing Jew. 
He grew up without any religious foundation. 
He said, “I had actually 2 experiences that are worth mentioning. One, at the age of 13, I read the communist manifesto of Karl Marx and decided that I was a communist. …………. A couple of years later I think I became quite disillusioned about communism as I learned more about the way that communism is actually practiced in many countries of the world and so I gave up the philosophy as well.

Those basic questions about why we are here, where we are going and why we suffer, all of these things were always present in my mind even when I was a child. But as I got older and when I went to university, I focused a lot more on my studies until I had a particular experience.

She said to me “God willing”.

Remember the grandmother that I mentioned before? In university, I was living in Washington DC and I got a phone call from my cousin who was going to school in Maryland and there was a surprise visit from my grandmother, my aunt and another cousin and they took me out for dinner.

I spent the evening basically just talking to my grandmother. I told her about my plans to start studying Chinese which I was doing at that time. I told her about my plans to move back to New York and my transfer to Columbia University. It was as if she was giving me her blessing on all of these various decisions that I was making in my life as a young adult.

I went to New York for the funeral of my grandmother. When the Rabbi came to my grandfather’s house to pay his respects, I wanted to ask him some questions about certain practices that are practiced in the Jewish home at the time of someone’s death. He told me not to worry about those things. He said that’s just a tradition. I said “OK, but how about this, in your sermon you said that my grandmother, I don’t know how well you knew her, but you said that she was taken by God, so where is she? And for that matter, where shall I go? Where will you go? And why are we here", and all those questions that well up in the human heart.

The Rabbi, looked at his watch and said “I have to go”. I don’t think he realized how angry that made me. Also, I don’t think he realized that he set me on a course that would lead me to where I’m today because I became very interested in those questions.

I would try to find a Jewish community where I could answer those questions. I was 18 or 19 years at that time and the communities I found were not satisfactory to me. I asked the questions which I asked many times as a child and I was told that God is only the god of the Jews! There are only 20 million Jews in the world, and yet there are billions and billions of other people, and God created them also, right?

So I began to study on my own. I began to read the Bible and that summer I was in England where I was there for an internship, and there were some evangelical Christians who sort of approached me and wanted to socialize. Of course they also wanted me to accept their faith. I thought OK, why not try Christianity? I’ve never really thought about it.

In reading The Bible I came to develop a very strong feeling of love and respect for Jesus. But they wanted me to make an extra leap; to accept Jesus as my lord and my savior, and that’s what I couldn’t do. Jesus for me was like a big brother or like a teacher. Jesus for me was a Jew, and I couldn’t accept the claims they were making about him, but as I said I did develop strong feeling of affection towards him. I thought OK I’m not going to find any answers to my questions.

I had the Quran copy that was given to me about six years earlier by my friend Mansour. I started reading, I looked for the passages they directed me to and of course I read it and there was no indication there that I was a devil or that any other white person was a devil.

But since I started reading, I went to the beginning of the book and I just began to read. I read and I read until I fell asleep with the book in my hands. The next day, I read over and over again when I had free time.

The Quran moved me in a way that other books hadn’t, certainly in a way that The Bible didn’t due to the Quran’s directness and the fact that the lord of the worlds, the creator as the book describes, the author, is speaking directly to you, very directly and very intimately. It moved me in a way that I had not felt before. I can’t tell you when or where exactly, I know that there were times that I would read it and I could feel tears in my eyes running down on my face. Sometimes I would read it and the hair of my arm would stand up and on the back of my neck. I can’t pinpoint precisely the time and the place, but at some point I think I had realized that I was reading the words of God.

Well, in January 1990, I was out with some friends from high school. We were having coffee and we were just talking about what’s going on in our lives. They asked me “What do you believe in these days?!” Because they knew me when I was a communist and then when I went through many different phases as a young person and they knew me as someone who didn’t really believe in anything. So they asked me and I said “Well, I believe in God.”

They said “Really, what god?”

I said “There’s only one god”

They asked “Where did you get this from?”

I replied “Well, for me it was from reading the Quran”

One of them who was a Muslim said “You have been reading the Quran, so you must believe this is the message of God and that Muhammad is the messenger of god”
I said “Yea, I guess so”

He said “OK, let me get this right: you believe that there’s only one god and that Muhammad is His messenger?”

I said “Yea, since you put it that way, I do”

He said “Then you are a Muslim”.

I laughed and said “I’m a Muslim? I’m just a guy who believes in God.”

He said “No, you are a Muslim. You believe that there’s no God but the one god and Muhammad is His messenger.” “You are a Muslim.”

I was in shock...

The first time I’ve ever fasted in the month of Ramadan I did it completely on my own. For the next few days, I had to think what that meant and I contacted my friend Mansour; the one who gave me the Quran when I was 13 years old. He was at university in Pennsylvania and worked at the Muslim Student Association there. So I asked him if he can send me some literature that might serve as an introduction to Islam and the life requirements of a Muslim. He sent me a book or two, and one book in particular (Islam in Focus) provided a very good introduction, not only to the basic Islamic beliefs but also to the five pillars of Islam. . ….. One night at dinner, I told my family I've been reading the Quran, and they said “Yea, we’ve seen you carrying it everywhere” I said that I really believe it and what I learned that besides believing there are certain practical implications of that belief which I’ve chosen to follow also, so I guess that makes me a Muslim.

At first my mother worried that I would turn into a kind of a monster. But I tried to assure that since I embraced Islam, I’m a better student, and I think I’m a better son. It wasn’t as though I was a bad person before Islam.
Ithaca, New York        

Dr. Lawrence B. Brown 
Laurence B. Brown was born in 1959. He graduated from Cornell University College of Arts and Sciences, Brown University Medical School, and George Washington University. He is a retired Air Force officer, the medical director and ophthalmologist, an ordained interfaith minister. He authored four books of comparative religion. His authored reality-based fiction such as The Eighth Scroll (2008) The First and Final Commandment (2010), The Returned (2011), The Zion Deception (2012). His novel, The Eighth Scroll, became Amazon.com's No. 1 Kindle bestseller in each of the categories of Church History, Religion & Spirituality Fiction, Christianity, and Religious Fiction. For the past two decades, he has divided his time between America, England, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia. Dr. Brown's family consists of his wife, three daughters. 

He was an atheist. He narrated, “In the winter of 1990, when my second daughter was born, she was whisked from the birthing room to the neonatal intensive care unit, where she was diagnosed with a coarctation of the aorta.  This meaning a critical narrowing in the major vessel from the heart, she was a dusky gunmetal blue from the chest to the toes, for her body simply was not getting enough blood and her tissues were suffocating.  When I learned of the diagnosis, I was shattered.  Being a doctor, I understood this meant emergency thoracic surgery with a poor chance of long-term survival. A consultant cardio-thoracic surgeon was called from across town at the pediatric hospital in Washington, D.C., and upon his arrival I was asked to leave the intensive care unit, for I had become overly emotional.  With no companion but my fears, and no other place of comfort to which to go while awaiting the result of the consultant’s examination, I went to the prayer room in the hospital and fell to my knees.  For the first time in my life I prayed with sincerity and commitment.  Having spent my life as an atheist, this was the first time that I even partially recognized God. I say partially, for even in this time of panic I was not fully believing, and so prayed a rather skeptical prayer in which I promised God, if, that is, 
there was a God, that if He would save my daughter then I would seek and follow the religion most pleasing to Him.  Ten to fifteen minutes later, when I returned to the Neonatal ICU, I was shocked when the consultant told me that my daughter would be fine.  And, true to his assessment, within the next two days her condition resolved without medicine or surgery, and she subsequently grew up a completely normal child.” 

 New Jersey       

Sanford Pass
Sanford Pass was born to a Jewish family in 1949. At the age of 13, he had a Bar Mitzvah. 

	

	Graduated from Highland Park (NJ) High School Class of 1967
Realized Jesus was the OT Messiah..... '68
Got opened from Stephen Gaskin talk... '71
Lived on the Farm off and on.............. '71-'73
Brother in Holy Order......................... '73-'76
Met "perfect master' Maharaji............ '77
Received 'Knowledge of God'.............. '78
Left Maharaji's group.........................mid '90's
Settled into quasi-New Age life...........thru 2009
Had epiphany about Islam................. 2010
Became Muslim................................2010 
Seeking the Straight Way.................all my life

I graduated in December 2012 with a BS in Interdisciplinary Studies.


When I was 20, I had an epiphany about Jesus, peace be upon him, being the Messiah, the last prophet to the Jews. I remember going home from college on break and telling my Jewish father about it. He took it all in and kept it, I know. 

Then, forty-plus years later, my oldest son came to me and said that Muhammad, pbuh, was in fact the last prophet and messenger from God and that he was foretold on both Torah and Gospel. I had another epiphany shortly after that conversation with my son. I did not need any further proofs than the fact that payback can sometimes be divine and intuitively and obviously true, yesterday, today and forever. It is all one story, His story.   

I thank Al-Elah (Aramaic) Allah (Arabic) the One and Only God who is worthy of worship, for giving me such a life. May it be dedicated to You, in willful submission. "Both in this world and in the Hereafter, I am nearest of all the people to Isa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary), peace be upon them. "The prophets are paternal brothers; their mothers are different, but their religion is one." (Prophet Muhammad, pbuh, as narrated by Abu Hurairah, from the Sahih Al-Bukhari)
S Pass said, Having been born into a Jewish family, then growing up and being hippie, Christian, monk, minister, meditatior - always seeking the bottom line truth beyond the man made barriers - I have a particular viewpoint about all this. I am not impressed by credentials or knowledge if the bearer of those attributes is doing something outside the religion. (My search for truth began for real at 14 when JFK was assassinated and some of us knew shortly after it was a coup d'etat and lied over. So for over 50 years I have been searching out truth from bulls*t, and my search led me after 9/11 to the reality, by the Grace of Allah, that Allah IS God and Muhammad IS the last prophet, foretold by Jesus, Moses, the Vedas, and more, peace be upon them all. It is said that one of the first to enter the hellfire will be a vain Hafiz, so just goes to show that knowledge alone is not enough, I am not impressed by worldly status or book learning alone. In order to get to the truth, one must cut through that illusion of authority, for there is really only One Authority that matters and upon which all other righteous authority is based. We have to live in this world under laws that are not all good, but as long as they do not violate the religion, we are bound to be law abiding in non-Muslim countries. And there is no 100% perfect Muslim country, may Allah guide them and us all. So we must live by the light that Allah gives us, and be open to those who have more authentic beneficial knowledge, in shaa Allah.
He was muezzin of Islamic Center of Jonesboro for 2 years.   
Indianapolis        

Andre Carson

Andre Carson was born in 1974 Indianapolis, Indiana. His grandmother, Julia Carson, was the Member of the U.S. House of Representatives from Indiana's 7th district. She was a Baptist Christian. Julia Carson died in December 15, 2007. A special election was held on March 11, 2008 to determine Julia Carson's replacement, and her grandson André Carson won the election. 
Milwaukee       

Musa Maguire
Musa Maguire is from Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He was a member of  Jehovah’s Witness.  

He accepted Islam after graduating from college. In 2004-2005, he received a Fulbright grant to study in Egypt, and then spent the following year working at Huda TV, an English-language Islamic satellite channel that broadcasts from Cairo.
St. Louis     

Linda Kay Kolocotronis

Linda was born in St. Louis, Missouri in 1956. She is the oldest of four sisters, and is of both Greek and German ancestry. Raised in the Lutheran church and attending a Lutheran elementary school, Kolocotronis decided to eventually enter the Lutheran ministry. She enrolled at Truman State University, graduating in May 1978 with a degree in Philosophy and Religion and immediately began studies the following fall at Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.

Deciding that the ministry was not for her, Linda returned to St. Louis and worked for several months before returning to Truman State to earn a master's degree in Philosophy and Religion. During the course of her master’s work, she studied many religions, including Zoroastrianism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Baha'i and the Chinese religions. After reading the Quran "looking for mistakes and inconsistencies" she found none and converted to Islam in July 1980 (Ramadan 19, 1400), and changed her name to Jamilah. Linda took her husband’s last name, Jitmoud, when she married. Kolocotronis had six sons.

Over the next year she completed her master's degree and gained acceptance into a Ph.D. program for Social Science Education at Ball State University. She published several novels as well as her doctoral dissertation. Linda’s first Islamic fiction novel, Innocent People. Echoes Series 

Louisiana              

Theresa Corbin
Theresa Corbin was the product of a Creole Catholic and an Irish atheist. 
 She grew up Catholic, then was agnostic, then was a Muslim. She said, “My journey to Islam began when I was about 15 years old in mass, and had questions about my faith. The answers from teachers and clergymen -- don't worry your pretty little head about it -- didn't satisfy me. So I did what any red-blooded American would do: the opposite. I worried about it. For many years, I questioned the nature of religion, man, and the universe. After questioning everything I was taught to be true and digging through rhetoric, history and dogma, I found out about this strange thing called Islam. I learned that Islam is neither a culture nor a cult, nor could it be represented by one part of the world. I came to realize Islam is a world religion that teaches tolerance, justice and honor, and promotes patience, modesty and balance.”
She said, As I studied the faith, I was surprised many of the tenants resonated with me. I was pleased to find that Islam teaches its adherents to honor all prophets, from Moses to Jesus to Muhammad, all of whom taught mankind to worship one God and to conduct ourselves with higher purpose. 

I was drawn to Islam's appeal to intellect and heartened by the prophet Muhammad's quote, "The acquisition of knowledge is compulsory for every Muslim, whether male or female." I was astounded that science and rationality were embraced by Muslim thinkers like Al-Khawarizmi, who invented algebra; Ibn Firnas, who developed the mechanics of flight before DaVinci; and Al-Zahravi, who is the father of modern surgery. Here was a religion telling me to seek out answers and use my intellect to question the world around me.”

She converted to Islam in November 2001 at her 21 years of age. 
Oklahoma   

Janice Huff

Janice Huff was born in Oklahoma in 1945, raised a Southern Baptist and was active in the American feminist movement. She held degrees in education.
Janice first encountered Muslims in 1975 while attending a theater class in college, where a number of Muslim students were enrolled as well. Her aim was to convert the Muslim students to Christianity. 
Despite numerous attempts, she was politely rebuffed. In frustration, she asked the students for a copy of their holy book, which they provided. After reading the Quran, she decided to accept the faith in 1977 in Colorado. She had chosen her name Aminah Assilmi. After her conversion she was at first ignored by her family, but her grandmother, mother, father and husband eventually embraced Islam. 

Aminah was involved in the release of the 2001 Eid stamp. She was also involved in creating an educational center for Muslim converts. She died on March 5, 2010 in a car accident while returning from a speaking engagement in New York. She had a daughter and two sons, as well as several grandchildren. She appeared in the documentary  
 Me and the Mosque (2005).  

Aminah was killed in a car accident on March 5, 2010 outside Newport, Tennessee. Aminah was returning from a speaking engagement in New York when she died. Her funeral was held the following day at the Islamic Center of Knoxville, Tennessee and attended by about 100 Muslims.  

  Kansas        

Dr. Jerald Dirks

Jerald Dirks is a former minister (deacon) of the United Methodist Church. He holds a Master's degree in Divinity from Harvard University and a Doctorate in Psychology from the University of Denver.
San Diego   

Lisa Escobar Jones

Lisa Escobar Jones was born and raised in California of Guatemalan decent. She lives in Upstate NY with her husband and five children. She converted to Islam in 1994. Seeing the need for books that both speak about what challenges American Muslim children go through and the beauty in the way they practice their religion she decided to create a series of books that both uplift American Muslim children and educate the non-Muslim friends and family in their lives on what their every day lives are like. So their teachers, friends, neighbors and anyone else in their lives know what they do and why they do it. Focusing on our commonalities rather than our differences. She became a Children's Book Author. 
San Diego   

 Cherice Escobar Jones

Cherice Escobar Jones was born and raised in San Diego, California of Guatemalan decent. She studied at Hudson Valley Community College where she completed her Associate’s degree. There she worked as an event coordinator for the MSA and also worked as a Writing Specialist in the Hudson Valley Library. Attended  University at Albany with Islamic Scholarship Fund-Muslim Community Center East Bay Scholarship.

Berkeley  

 Laura Miller   

Laura Miller was born to Jewish parents. She embraced Islam when she was 22   ? yers. 
Seattle   

 Laura Poyneer

I am a convert to Islam, work in tech support, and live in the Seattle area. Education        

Johns Hopkins University 1991 – 1995, Endurance International Group 2014 – present, SAY Media, Inc 2010 – 2013, Six Apart, Ltd 2004 - 2010

Why Did I Convert To Islam By Laura M.Poyneer 

I grew up and live near Seattle, in the United States. My parents have never been particularly religiously observant, but my mother was raised a Roman Catholic and when I was a child she sent me to Sunday School regularly so I could decide for myself whether to become a Catholic. However, I could never understand the Trinity or other aspects of Christianity.

After I graduated from college, I had entered graduate school but I soon discovered that it was not the place for me. This left me at loose ends for a while, because I had not considered any other path than what I had been taking. It was during this period, when I was trying to decide what
direction to take next, that I began studying various religions. I looked into Christianity somewhat, but I still did not understand it. I also briefly read about Buddhism, but this did not reach me either. Therefore, my study came to focus on Judaism and Islam.

In Christianity, there is often a great deal of emphasis on believing the right details of theology as the key to salvation, whereas both Judaism and Islam have a simple theology (God is One) and instead stress living according to the right way. I had not been familiar with this before but as
I read further it came to be appealing to me. In the West, people tend to think of Judaism as being "Christianity without Jesus", but in fact it is not very much like Christianity when practiced in the traditional ways, and is more similar to Islam. However, I did not seriously consider converting
to Judaism because I did not agree, nor wanted to, with the idea that God had only sent His Scripture and His guidance to the Children of Israel. So after a few months, my study turned to Islam.

I continued to study Islam for two more years and I always found that I understood and agreed with how Muslims think about God and about how He wants us to live. In fact, I do not have any dramatic "conversion story", it was just that the feeling gradually began to grow on me that if I thought this was the true religion, I ought to do something about it. Finally, in August 1999, I took Shahada. 
A while after I had begun to wear hijab, I lost my job and it took over a year to find another one, despite being on literally dozens of interviews. This has been the most difficult period of my life because it has so often tested my faith in God. He has truly blessed me in my family, who has
supported me from the beginning in my "foreign" religion, and throughout this period. Also, the way that I approached Islam was very "intellectual", and God has blessed me in showing me how much more there is to faith than that.

It is often very difficult for Westerners to approach Islam, because it is so little known here except for news reports of "Islamic fundamentalism" and terrorism. It hardly seems from that, that there is anything about Islam that could appeal to an educated and skeptical American, especially a woman (often, people that I meet assume that I converted because I wanted to marry a Muslim man, not because I came to it by my own choice and of my own free will.) More generally, I recommend anyone who is considering embarking on a study of religions to take the following advice: Read books about Islam (or any other non-Christian religion) written by Muslims (or the adherent of that religion), not by Western scholars or journalists. Trust the people who actually live it. 

Learn to distinguish between the religion as it is taught by its sources (in the case of Islam, the Quran and hadiths) and the religion as it is practiced. This is a distinction that very few Western observers seem to be able to make when it comes to Islam. 

http://www.new-muslims.info/bd/about-us/ 
�  An organized, unincorporated territory of the USA in the western Pacific Ocean.


�  The Kokuryūkai was founded in 1901 by Uchida Ryohei, and was descended from the Genyōsha (Uchida was a follower of Genyōsha founder Mitsuru Toyama). Its name is derived from the translation of the Amur River, which is called Heilongjiang or "Black Dragon River" in Chinese, read as Kokuryū-kō in Japanese. Its goal was to support efforts to keep the Russian Empire north of the Amur River and out of East Asia. 


�  Manchuria was Puppet state of the Empire of Japan during1932–1945


�  Hajj is Muslim pilgrimage.


�  Umar Mita is translator of the Quran in the Japanese language.


�  This is a Chinese name; the family name is Li. 





�  Zionism is a movment which …………………..





�  The founder of modern � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia" \o "Saudi Arabia" �Saudi Arabia�


�  When he appeared at a Muslim meeting in Ferihegy, he said that polygamy is legitimate due to the fact that there are more women than men in Germany.


�  He was a cavalry captain, member of the staff of Napoleon III who served in the Chasseurs d'Afrique in Mostaganem, Algeria.


�  She was daughter of Charles Thiébaud, notary Pontarlier.








�   His father Reverend Charles Grayson Pickthall (1822–1881) was an Anglican clergyman, the rector of Chillesford, Suffolk. The Pickthalls traced their ancestry to a knight of William the Conqueror, Sir Roger de Poictu, from whom their surname derives. Marmaduke’s mother Mary, née O'Brien (1836–1904), of the Irish Inchiquin clan, was the the daughter of Admiral Donat Henchy O'Brien, who served in the Napoleonic Wars.


�   She wrote in the Guardian: “….. in seventh-century Arabia, adulthood was defined as the onset of puberty. (This much is true, and was also the case in Europe: five centuries after Muhammad's marriage to Aisha, 33-year-old King John of England married 12-year-old Isabella of Angoulême.) Interestingly, of the many criticisms of Muhammad made at the time by his opponents, none focused on Aisha's age at marriage. According to this perspective, Aisha may have been young, but she was not younger than was the norm at the time. Other Muslims doubt the very idea that Aisha was six at the time of marriage, referring to historians who have questioned the reliability of Aisha's age as given in the saying. In a society without a birth registry and where people did not celebrate birthdays, most people estimated their own age and that of others. Aisha would have been no different. What's more, Aisha had already been engaged to someone else before she married Muhammad, suggesting she had already been mature enough by the standards of her society to consider marriage for a while. (The truth about Muhammad and Aisha, Myriam Francois-Cerrah, the Guardian, 2012/sep/17) 


�   His father, Robert Quilliam, was a watch manufacturer. His great grandfather, also called Robert Quilliam, was born in the Isle of Man.


�   Charles was 7th Earl of Dunmore and Lady Gertrude Coke was daughter of the Second Earl of Leicester.


�   An excerpt from her work can be found in Michael Wolfe's book One Thousand Roads to Mecca.


�  Bar mitzvah is a ceremony to celebrate a reaching the age of 13 of a boy becoming a full-fledged member of the Jewish community with the responsibilities that come with it. The festivities typically include a celebratory meal with family, friends, and members of the community. 


�  When I have used the word 'epiphany' to describe my becoming Muslim, I have referred to the 3rd definition given in many dictionaries. I was not fully aware that it is also the name of a Christian holiday. Just for clarity, here is the definition of my use of the word:


Epiphany:�3a (1) : a usually sudden manifestation or perception of the essential nature or meaning of something (2) : an intuitive grasp of reality through something (as an event) usually simple and striking (3): an illuminating discovery, realization, or disclosure.     


�  Allah Means God in Arabic, ancient Aramaic and Hebrew, which are the languages of the three religions. In the Gospel of St John and I quote the ancient Aramaic Jesus says: "Al-teeth Khalone, heefe MUNAHMA, bi hoda kashta bi ALLAH"...Translation "You must not be afraid, the Praised one will come who reveals the truth about God"(14:16). Again if we admit to the ancient roman view at the counsel of NIcea that Jesus was crucified, he says Allah Allah Elem Sebuchtani, oh God oh God why have thou forsaken me. I just use this example to show the word Allah means God in Arabic and Aramaic, but in reality Jesus Christ (peace be upon him) was neither crucified nor killed but raised by Allah unto himself. 


�  Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that Jesus is not God. This is a statement that infuriates most Christians and has led many to declare the Jehovah’s witnesses to be non-Christians. JW’s condemn the Trinity as pagan idolatry and accordingly deny Jesus’ divinity. However they believe that although Jesus is God’s begotten son he is inferior to God. Thus the similarity to Islam ends abruptly. 


�  CNN interview. 


�  film about North American Muslim women. 
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